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Abstract

Few people would doult the important role of geography in the secondary school, but in the
academic domain, the subject of geography seems not received enough respect as its deserve in
Taiwan. However, the geographers of the island are making substantial progress in the development
of geography as'a discipline of knowledge, and also, making important contributions to the society
as a whole. )

This paper is an account of the development as well as the changes in concepts of geography
in Taiwan. The development of geography in Taiwan since 1945 is discussed in terms of (1) the
establishment of geography department and institute, (2) the growth. of the number of graduate
geographers, (3) the growth of the number of teaching and research staff of geography at the college
and university level of education, (4) the publication of geographical journals, and finally, (5) the
activities of the Geographical Society of China.

The changes in the conceputalization of geography, as conceived by the Chinese geographers,
is traced from the beginning of this century to the present time, and emphasized on the idea that
how the geographers work responds what they think geography be in each stage.
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