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Abstract

It is the purpose of this study to present the essential meaning of the distribution of folk
religion in Taiwan by using the ideal interpretational approach.

The basic viewpoint of this paper is that the folk religion of Taiwan, being a part of the Chinese
folk religion, shares its diffusive character developed through the integration of gods worship and
confucian moral-ethical philosophy.

According to the content of folk religion, there are eight categories of gods devoted by the
people with different distribution situation in the Taiwan area. Their distribution in accordance with
the quantitative data, follows the order of saints, gods of nature, ghosts, local gods, genii, mythical
gods, miscellaneous gods, gods of skilled art. .

Based on quantitative analysis, the first four categories which distribute over more widely in
Taiwan are apparently more important than the others. It can be asserted that as shown in the local
religious behaviour, traditional Chinese value system, especially the confucian moral-ethical rules,
prevails in Taiwan. '
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