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A Space Theory of CHUANG TZU in “Chiu-shui”

EA%
Chao-yang Pan

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to analyse and interpret the space thought indicated in “Chiu-shui”
( 4k 7K) by Chuang Tzu.

In “Chiu-shui”’, Chuang Tzu used the dialogue of mythical characters to indicate that space is
of duality, one is of a closed-style limited space and the another is of opened-style unlimited space.

Chuang Tzu considered the closed-style limited space should be denied as it is a space with
negative value and the opened-style unlimited space should be admitted as it is a space with positive
value.

According to Chuang Tzu, the space, closed-style limited or opened-style unlimited, is closely
related to the mental cultivation of human. The more a man’s mood is unlimitedly opened, the
more the space he faces is unlimitedly opened. Accordingly, Chuang Tzu is indeed a subjective -
epistemologist for space.

The unlimitedly opened space out of the cultivation of the unlimitedly opened mind is a space
where all lives can freely and naturally grow and exist without any interference distortion, control,

or damage.

(Key words: the closed-style limited space, the opened-style unlimited - space)
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