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The Sociocultural Space of Taiwan During the Kangxi Reign Period
--- An Interpretation Based on the Zhu Yigui Riot

ARS R
Chao-Yang Pan Yeong-Shin Chyr

Abstract

Towards the end of the Kangxi (FEEE) era, the large number of immigrants coming
fromwhat today is Fujian and Guangdong provinces gradually created a Chinese pioneer
society in Taiwan. The sociocultural spatiality of the Chinese people in Taiwan’s
Zhonglu (&) and Beslu (ILE&) areas at that time can be divided into three domains :
A core area consisting of Fucheng (Jif#%) and the adjacent Taiwan county; a mixed Min
() - and Hakka (%) -speakingoutlying area fromXiajiadong ( FH0%) toDouliumen
(2}75F9) ; and a mixed Hakka and aboriginal area to the north of Douliumen. The Nanlu
(F#% ) area was bounded by the lower Danshui River ( Fi£7K¥ ) : on the right bank
were Min-speaking settlers, and on the left was the Hakka sociocultural Domain. In
terms of sociocultural character, the Chinese in Taiwan at that time were coarse,
fickle, lawless, and scornful of educational and cultural pursuits. It was this
character that led to several popular uprisings during the Kangxi period. In
particular, the Zhu Yigui Riot (ZK—&E%) | which spread to all areas of Chinese
Taiwan, was a typical product of this sociocultural spatiality.

Apart from the characteristic sociocultural structure of the Chinese pioneer
society in Taiwan, government oppression was the most direct reason for the sudden
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popular uprising that occurred in the Zhu Yigui Riot. The local sociocultural
characteristics provided the chief basis for the rebellion of Zhu Yigui and his
followers. This unique basis inevitably displayed a related spatial nature during
the course of the uprising. This thesis discusses the sociocultural spatial of Taiwan
during the Kangxi period, and uses the Zhu Yigui Riot as a main thread in shedding
light on the spatiality content and significance of all stages of the uprising and
tls suppression. It also describes the spatial structure of the uprising’s major

events.

This thesis seeks to illuminate the concepts that human activities are
fundamentally spatial in nature, and spatiality is a mode of human existence. After
first describing the characteristics of the sociocultural space of Kangxi-period
Taiwan, the thesis then elaborates on the spatial nature of the emergence and course
of the Zhu Yigui Riot.
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