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The Climate of the Eastern Coast of Taiwan

» B B
Kuo-Ying Wung

ABSTRACT

The eastern coast of Taiwan is- confined between Suao and Hengchun
Peninsula. The .latitude, the land and sea location, the landform, and -
the ocean cﬁrrent- are considered to be the most influential factors of
the ;4climate in the area. ’i‘he climate of the' eastern coast of Taiwan
is represented, from north to south, by four places along the coast,
namely, Hu_ali'en,’— Hsinchiang, ’I:aitung and Tawu. |

In the eastern -area, the winter monsoon lasts longer than the
sﬁmmer monsoon, and the wind velocity of the former is also stronger.
Typhoons always attack thel area in summer and aut':umn, making re-
cords for the strongest wind, the heaviest rainfall of short duration,
and the most serious darriage.

J‘anﬁary is the coldest- rhonth, ‘while July is the hottest, The aver-
age -annual temperéture ‘is 22.8°C at Hual_ien_,"23.4°C at Hsinchiang,
24.0°C at- Taitung, and 24.7°C at Tawu. |

Precipitation is influenced greatly by. typhoon, convection, and the
monsoon.  The average annual rainfall is 2167.5 mm at Hualien, 2359.0
mm at Hsinchiang,1869.8mm at Taitung, and 2554.5 mm at Tawu.The

season of the most rainfall is autumn at Hualien and Hsinchiang, but
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summer at Taitung and Tawu.

The average annual humidity is about 80%. Winter is the season
of the lowest humidity, while spring or summer  is i:he highest. The
sky is more cloudy in winter than in summer.

According to Koeppen's climatic classification, the climate of the
eastern coast of Taiwan can be classified into three categories: Hua-

lien Cfa, Hsinchiang Af, and Taitung and Tawu Am.
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