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A Geographical Study on the Daily Rhythm of

Functional Activities in Taipei Area

#*

g2 X %

Win-Tsai Tsai

ABSTRACT

This paper is to find out the daily rhythm of functional activities in
Taipei Area, In order to study the rhythmical changes of the daily cycle,
two iﬁdicies, namely, the beginning and the duration of activities, are
used as a tool to classify rhythmical patterns, and to find the relations
between those patterns and their functional characters.

In Taipei Areas which belong to the subtropical climate,the duration
of functional activities are long enough to observe, Moreover,’ night shopd
of street stalls are large eﬁough for investigation. Seven smaller regions,
selected as the places for field survey, which are the originated core of
Wanhwa, second oldest commercial district of Tataocheng, city core of
Chengnei, secondary city core of Chungsan District, stellite cities of
Sanchung and Hsinchuang, and rural town of Taisan,

There are two steps to approach this research, The first one is to
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make a field observation to understand the static functional structure of
the selected regions, The second one is to make a survey of activities of
the daily cycle. For the first step, a shop with a fronage of 1,82m is set
as the smallest measure unit, while one side of the block, called ’sectiod
» as a basic unit, On the other hand, six kinds of categori€s are classi-
fied, which are commercial facilities, official institutions, public es -
tablishments, residences, vacancies, and transportational’,communicatiorialv
and industriai facilities, are classified., More detailed categories are used
to classify and regulate the data, By using Modified Weaver’s Method and
Neglect Methods, the charcter of each research unit, namely, each section,
'is examined from the first floor, second floor, above ones,and even the
whole building. In the same way, the functional character of each block
or blocks is measured, Thus both the functional area and static structure
of the urban region can be understood| There are total 918 basic units to
‘be obserQed in Taipei Area,

The second step, which is the major purpose of this research, is to
survey the daily rhythm of external functional activities,sample districts
are selected under the following considerations: (1) activities represent
regional character, (2)activities are particularly agglomerative, (8) pheom-
ena of the daily rhythm are obvious, (4) activities area are at minor work ,
but it has special meanning, such as recreation facilities. There are 64
" selected districts including 11 street stalls for this study. The observa-
tion is focused on the first floor only, but if necessary, the second floor
and above floors are also measured, One o’clock is used as the unit of
time, During a certain unit of time, the functijonal activities of each
section are considered active when more than a half frontage is still in
action, In the similiar way, activities of the whole sample districts are
measured, By doing so, three points, with 14 figures and 17 tables have
been attained as follows..

(DAccording to. the field survey, the studied area has 12 kinds of
" rhythmical patterns. Among them , the most popular is *Morning L'type,
which begins from 9a.m, to 22 p.m, to match the life patterns of the
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residents in the city. The second one is ‘Morning M’ type, and the third
one is ‘Forenoon L’ type, All of these three types, which seperately rep-
resent general groceries, official institutions, and downtown stores of
high class, consists of the basic rhytimical patterns of the city, In ad-
dition, the street stalls offer special rhythmical patterns, Stalls of food
~service belong to Evening M type, and those of clothes 'Evening S’type,

(2) In the studied area, it appears a wave of different stages from
high activity ( 9a.m. -22P.m. Yto low ( 23p.m, -8a.m, )Except for ex-
tremely few activies, like the police, hospital and hotel, almost all the
other activities cease temporarily gifter 23p.m. There are also two peaks
during the ‘high activity stage’, which seprcately belong to 10 to 11a.m,
tand 14 to 16 p,m, The daily circulation alternates everyday from one
stage to the other,

(3)There is a temporal divergence among the different functional
areas. In general, the wholesale firms of daily-usevgoods in the suburbs
and at the urban fringes begins to work earliest, then follow the groceries
in residential districts, and next comes the business area, The last is the
downtown stores of high class. When evening comes, activies of the

business areas end first; next come the downtown stores of high class.

However , street stalls work till midnight,

In short, the daily cycle of Taipei Area affords a dynamic face of
the city; which promote understanding the active phenomena of the urban
structure, It is necessary to make further research so as to comprehend
weekly and seasonal rhythms, Besides, functional activities may be quite
different from one another because of their natural environments, tradi-
tions and customs, cultural and economical levels, And international

comparative study in this field is also meanful and essential,
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