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Changing Intravillage Variation of Arable Land
in Ko-Ko-Kang Area
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ABSTRACT

‘Within the body of theory developed by the discipline of geography is
the notion of region, There are many aspects for the determination of a
homogeneous area as a functional region, In rural area,irrigationis thought
to be a suitable criterion for the recognition of functional homogeneity,
In this sense, an irrigation area is a functional region and also is a
social unit, Villages within an irrigation area are interlocked with each
other by irrigation function, Since the irrigation function is directly
associated with the agricultural productivity, the change of the irrigation
function, such as the reajustment of the irrigation facilities, involves
the change of economic structure in rural society, The change of econmic
structure within a village was measured by the acrage of arable land per
farmer_. Sequently, villages within the irrigation area are considered to
be the basic unit for analysis, The coefficient of variation was chosen
as a statistical measure of the degree of variation, Coefficients -of
\}ariation were then computed for each of the study villages on the basis
of the arable land within the village, '

The area selected for this study is Ko-Ko-Kang irrigation area, with .

'six villages as it’s basic unit, The ma jor findings are summarized below:

*BA 37 A PR R KR M B R BB R
Associate Professor, Department of Geography, NTNU,
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(1)by comparing the arable land coeff icient, the difference in degree of
intravillage variation of arable land shows intimate relation with
the change of the reajustment of the irr igation facilities;

(2)mépping of the arable land coefficients reveals varied areal pattern;

‘(S)by corrélation analysis, the increase of the arable land coefficients
of variation were found to be significantly associated with the

increase of the percentage of population and small acrage farmers,
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