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The Spatial Structure of Religious Sphere in A-Lien Region
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to find out the spatial distribution, stratum and spatial junction
operation pattern of the folk religious spheres, as well as the change and evolution of religious spheres
under the influence of shifting in settlements development and production modes in A-Lien Region.
Concluding the results of research, this region can generally divided into neighborhood(F5E1%),
village(Ff#% %) and regional(Ei%ft) religious spheres. The neighborhood religious sphere is the
junction of same last name in a village. The village religious sphere is junction of same village or
neighboring geographical connection. The regional religious sphere is the junction of geographical or
faith. The whole A-Lien Region is centered at the Beiji Temple(dt#5%) of Tuku(£J&). Through the
religious activities of tsde -chid (f§(#), koah-hiong(X| %), siin-kéng(3#) and so on, the participation of
temples of village and neighborhood formed a social region. In the shift of spatial structure of religious
spheres, the external form of structure, there has been no large scale reorganization, but the religious
sphere structure of Beiji Temple(dt#E%) of Tuku(+JEE) shows signs of loosening. With massive inflow
of outside population, changes in production mode, plus the changes in economical structure, the
material contents and significance of the religious sphere has experienced changes to certain extent.

Keywords : A-Lien, social spatial structure, religious sphere, flok religion
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