LEMI-— 456 & 4 < 44 x
WALK, READ, TAIPEI X

£
¥- %

X Bar/ AL I‘i%’i?-s S
This is a cultural and tourist route created by connecting points (Lu Gong River, Qing
Tian 76, Conservation Station) and forming a line (Paradise Road), presenting a
cultural and tourist route (Rongjin Time).
However, completing the circuit, it is regrettable that you can only see a row of
meticulously restored Japanese-style buildings. The items and cuisine sold in these
buildings, while exquisite, lack affordability. Creating such a Japanese atmosphere
may not allow tourists to feel the intense historical traces, emphasizing more on
artistic and culinary elements. This shows that the cultural sector's attempt to
transform this place into a tourist attraction has overlooked the historical value of
the old houses.
The "Original Taipei Prison Official Residence" has been given a new name, "Rongjin
Time Life Park," combining various complex elements to allow visitors to enjoy a
multi-layered cultural and leisure experience in this space. Deliberately creating a
Japanese Kyoto-like atmosphere seems out of place from a cultural heritage
perspective because it does not reflect the true historical life of Taiwan's land. This
nomenclature appears to be a superficial attempt, presenting a "shallow dish"
phenomenon.
Economy: This cultural park injects vitality into the local economy. However, it
provides opportunities for non-local businesses like Xingbo Coffee Shop.
Culture: Rongjin Time Cultural Park exudes a strong cultural atmosphere, blending
traditional and modern elements. The ancient architectural structures and modern
art pieces complement each other but fail to reflect the true life history of the land in
Taiwan.
Art: The cultural park is filled with an artistic atmosphere, offering various art and
community exhibitions. The artworks provide an opportunity for appreciation and
taste, allowing visitors to feel the charm of art, but it doesn't seem to integrate with
local art and culture activities.
Coffee and Cuisine: The park's cafes and restaurants provide a relaxed dining
environment, but attractive brands often equate to high prices, making it less
accessible to the general public.
Cityscape: Rongjin Time Cultural Park is located in the city center, surrounded by a
modern urban landscape. This urban and natural contrast makes the place unique,
where visitors can experience the harmonious coexistence of modern city life and
traditional culture. However, the meticulously restored Japanese-style buildings
mostly look alike.
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In comparison, the mosque on Paradise Road is authentic and simple. The mosque's

domes, colonnades, and minarets gracefully grace the Taipei skyline. Coincidentally,
the Taipei Mosque was hosting a charity market, leading people to learn about Islam
and raise awareness of refugee issues in Gaza.

Warm-hearted Muslim friends introduced us to the seven clocks behind the main
hall's entrance. One shows the current time, and the other six indicate the prayer
times in Islam. Before entering the main hall, Muslim friends explained the need for

ablution, which varies depending on one's activities, such as requiring a major

ablution for activities involving sexual relations. They even demonstrated how to
perform a minor ablution.

Although our interaction was brief, this experience sparked my curiosity about
Islamic culture.

After visiting several areas, personally, | found that the issues with Rongjin Time are
the most noticeable. After the entire park's transformation, it has become brighter
and more vibrant. However, from the perspective of tourists, it seems to be a disaster
where historical sites have turned into popular culture products. The influx of tourists
and the boom in business opportunities may not necessarily benefit the local
residents. Crowds bring noise, garbage, and traffic problems. Qing Tian 76 and
Rongjin Time have caused local housing prices on Qing Tian Street and Jin Hua Street
Q to skyrocket, becoming a burden that local residents find hard to bear.

As the visit ended, the city lights came on. llluminating the Japanese-style buildings,
they showcase the economic aspect while dimming the original cultural memory.
When the government executes these old house revival programs, it should consider
more detailed research and presentation to integrate the community's culture and
historical memory with the old houses, offering a more appealing experience of the
past and present. It should be more than just a "replication" or a "pasting" of failed
cases.
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In this “Walk, Read, Taipei’’ events, we visited various attractions around National
Taiwan Normal University (NTNU). Among them, the Taipei Grand Mosque left a
profound impression on me, as it was a place | had never entered before. Unlike the
traditional Taiwanese temples | had seen in the past, the mosque presented a
solemn and serene atmosphere with its simple lines, colors, and features such as the
minaret, dome, and prayer hall. The mosque's architecture, in addition to reminding
the faithful of prayer times through the placement of clocks, showcased the sacred
space characteristic of Islamic culture.

Furthermore, we witnessed historic buildings being repurposed to convey their
original functions and significance. In the FANCA conservation station, | observed
these old Japanese colonial-era dormitories, which were restored and transformed
into new exhibition spaces. The interior now showcased a different ambiance,
allowing us to experience the past in a unique way.

Within the Rongjin Gorgeous Time Park, the preserved walls and buildings from the
former Taipei Prison, even though the prison has moved elsewhere, were
reintroduced with new businesses, creating an atmosphere similar to a cultural and
creative hub. However, the preservation of historic buildings, along with various
informational plaques, still facilitated our understanding of the history that once
unfolded there.

In this event, we had the opportunity to explore the diversity within the city. We not
only experienced the passage of time but also learned about the different faces

presented by various spaces. | believe that this was the most valuable aspect of this

event.
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What was my first impression when | saw the route plan for “walking and studying in
Taipei” provided by Professor Li? | thought to myself, | have been to all these places.
But when | followed Professor Li’s footsteps and went to these places, my heart was
full of excitement. Professor Li was like a tour guide, and we were like travelers.
Professor Li is knowledgeable about the place being visited and we can better
appreciate what we see. It was only that day that | learned that National Taiwan
University and National Taiwan Normal University have a deep relationship.
During the learning trip, the most impressive thing of mine was visiting the Taipei
Grand Mosque, which has the longest history in Taiwan. Although | have passed by
many times, this was my first time to visit. We were lucky enough to meet a
volunteer who explained things such as worship time and how to clean the body.
In my opinion, learning trip can be meaningful activity. It allows us to learn about

new places and cultures, thereby broadening our mind.
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This time, we went on a walking tour of four historical buildings and city-designated
cultural landmarks on the northern side of National Taiwan Normal University's main \
campus: the "Office of the Governor-General's Bureau of Agriculture and Forestry
Dormitory Complex," "Qingtian 76," "Taipei Grand Mosque," and "Rongjin Gorgeous
Time Park." These locations are situated in the eastern part of Taipei City. While the
Taipei Grand Mosque was built during the period of the Republic of China, the other
three attractions were established during the Japanese colonial era.
| found that the revitalization of the Office of the Governor-General's Bureau of
Agriculture and Forestry Dormitory Complex was particularly well done. We visited
three of the buildings, and they offered a diverse range of activities that were
intricately connected to the historical context of the space.
Two of the buildings served as exhibition halls: one displayed wood, seeds, and other
materials from Taiwan's native tree species. These materials were transformed into
artworks and children's toys, making the exhibit both educational and engaging. It
allowed visitors to explore and experience Taiwan's native tree species using various
sensory methods. The other hall was currently hosting a special exhibition on aerial
surveying, showcasing instruments and explaining how aerial survey work is
conducted.
Additionally, there was a "Domestic Wood Products Experience Hall" where various
everyday items were crafted from domestically sourced wood. The products were
not only beautifully designed but also of high quality. | came across a stunning chair
and couldn't resist sitting in it for a moment to experience its comfort. However, |
didn't pay much attention to the chair's price tag. To my surprise, after an
introduction from the staff, | realized it was priced in the six figures. It was
undeniably beautiful and comfortable, and if | were a wealthy individual, | would
definitely consider bringing it home for the pleasure of sitting in it. Sadly, I'm just a

poor student.
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Two years ago, when | first arrived in Taipei, | wasn’t familiar with the environment. \

Based on my childhood impressions, Taipei was just like Xinyi District, full of
skyscrapers and crowded streets. Little did | know that due to the proximity of my
residence to the southern part of the city, | found myself having misconceptions,
"This isn’t quite like the Taipei | had in mind." It wasn't until | learned about the
history and regional development of Taipei that | gradually realized the uniqueness
of the southern part of Taipei city.

Compared to the bustling commercial districts, walking through the streets filled
with historical buildings allows you to feel the soul of Taipei. Narrow alleys, small
houses mixed with newly built residences, and the shaded trees — every detail seems
to tell a storie of the past.

The route of this exploration took me through the Japanese-style dormitory area,
which mainly served as residences for government officials during the Japanese
colonial period. Some of these buildings have been registered as historical
architecture by Taipei City Government, and in recent years, they have been
reopened for use through the "Old House Revival Movement." Surrounded by lush
green trees, walking through this area feels like catching glimpses of life from the
past.

This exploration perhaps due to its connection to the Old House Revival Movement,
revealed that most of the space transformation appears to be sustained through
commercial profit, making it a form of self-sustainability after old house revival.
Through tourism activities and local historical and cultural guided tours, it stops time
and space of the disappearing history. Whether these spaces hold commemorative

value can only be left to future to judge.
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In the lively streets of Taipei, one can also find tranquil spaces. Walking through the
small paths on the north side of National Taiwan Normal University, the wandering
heart gradually finds peace. The transparency of the campus walls indicates its
integration into the community. Continuing to walk, one can discover dormitories
left from the Japanese colonial era. The introduction of the trees and a satellite
image exhibition acquaint us with the beauty of Taiwan inside the dormitories . The
revitalization of the dormitories have the management of local culture, history, and
community be sustainable.
Jinan Park which is beside the dormitories, reveals the interactive relationship
between people and the environment. The park is labeled as an inclusive facility,
symbolizing the progress of Taiwan's parks. Its design integrates with the dormitory
area, enhancing the harmony with the surrounding landscape. The urban green belt
of the park also brings a breath of fresh air to the concrete jungle of urban life.
Through this walking tour, we discovered the close connections and interactions
between National Taiwan Normal University, historical landmarks, urban green belts,
religion, and the community. By taking a leisurely stroll and making in-depth
observations, we gained a new understanding of Taipei, different from our previous
impressions. There are many opportunities awaiting us in the future to continue

exploring Taipei, getting to know the city better, and observing its various sides.




